
MIDDLEBRIDGE FRONT & REAR SUSPENSION OVERVIEW 
 
Wishbones 

Ball joint holes in top wishbone are not on wishbone centre line.   Inner hole is set 
lower than outer hole in order to give improved angular travel and prevent ball joint 
knuckle restriction. 

 
Generally agreed that if good quality rubber bushes can be found then for road use they 
are better than Poly bushes (original bushes were ‘Clayflex’ make). 
 
MB50 wishbones bushes are Superpro:  Top SPF288A   Bottom SPF288. 
 

 
Lower Wishbone Arms 

 
 
Warning!   
It is known at least three MB’s suffered breakage of wishbone 
arms.  See above Note for possible cause. 
Also, wishbones have been seen bent in fore/ aft direction.  Check 
and replace where necessary.  
 
 

 
Vertical link issue:- 

Vertical links known to snap in region above threaded portion.  Suggested failure 
caused by stress raiser due to corrosion or insufficient radius at critical points. 
 
Also, failure at elbow just below the top ball joint.  Possibly caused by poor spec’n. ball 
joint having insufficient angular movement and loading the VL.  Or trunnion tightly 
clamped between wishbones (?). 

 
 
Rear Anti-roll bar and Drop Links 

Anti-roll bar from Vauxhall Carlton Estate.  Rubber pads also Vauxhall (Pt No: VM 
9006699439). 
 
When purchased MB50 drop links found to be bent!  Measurements found wrong 
geometry (links too short).  Replaced with longer links (75mm) from Chevette/ Ascona/ 
Kadett/ SS1. DELPHI TD272W.  (July2019 update: 6,000 miles later and no sign of 
stress). 
 
SuperPro poly bush kit SPF2092BK suits the drop link. 
 

Trailing arm bushes 
To remove bushes, set on fire then cut through sleeve. 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishbone mounting brackets 
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Yet another awesome update from the owner of MB 50. 
Thank You, Mick and the MESS. 

 


